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Hello to you all, Derek's turn to open the batting order, and 

Nigel joins me in wishing everyone the very best for the 

upcoming Christmas festivities, and as Healthy and Happy a 

New Year as possible. We have included some seasonal 

photos, with snow, a Christmas tree and a robin. So, this is our 

Christmas card to you all. 

For the hardy souls who run at this time of year, then anything 

appropriate from you for these pages would be welcome.  

Quite a few of us are having to review our plans for 2023, with 

everything costing more almost every day! I have just read that  

next year's Great Dorset Steam Fair has been cancelled, and as it is probably the daddy of them 

all, with a showground attendance which swells to the fifth largest population in Dorset, this 

has to be serious. The reason given is spiralling costs,  and with us all now aware that our 

personal free money is likely to be more limited, I think that it will be a case of supporting our 

16mm Shows and suppliers as much as we possibly can. 

I know that for some of our readers, the Irish narrow 

gauge is of great interest. Some twelve years ago I took 

my wife, and we went over to stay in Dingle for four 

days, primarily to explore the old trackbed of the T&D, 

but also to enjoy some of the most beautiful scenery 

anywhere in the world. I well remember phoning Dave 

Rowlands, who had never been over there, and telling 

him that I was looking into a small valley, at three grey 

masonry arches, with two very rusty trestles connecting onto a final arch. His immediate 

response was 'Good Gracious, it's still standing then'.  It was the Lispole viaduct. I also stood at 

Blennerville, on an overgrow platform, with track in the same state, looking at two very rusty 

and forlorn coaches, and a shed in which I knew were the dismantled parts of Hunslet 2-6-2T 

no: 5T, which had returned from America, and run for a while before it all stopped. I am happy 

to say that I have just read that a group are negotiating with Kerry Council (who own the loco) 

to restart work on it and hopefully get it back into steam. Fingers crossed! 

Does anyone make New Year's Resolutions any more? If I did, then it would be to steam my 

collection more, build some of the kits that I have had for years, have a few more steam-ups on 

my own line, and above everything else, make sure that I never take the many real friendships 

that I enjoy for granted. Do you have any resolutions to share? 

We are both so grateful, as the support for TBM continues to grow, both from contributors and 

also new readers. Here's hoping that we all have an enjoyable 2023 in our chosen hobby, and 

Nigel and I hope to meet up with as many as possible of you throughout the year. 

Finally, I am having to roll over again in the battle between L&B and trams. Come on you lovers 

of tram - help me please?!   Have a good Christmas, Derek.  

Welcome to Issue Thirty - Five years on…. 
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Copyright on all 

materials in this 

newsletter remains 

vested in the authors 

and editor.  

Reproduction of the 

whole or any part is 

forbidden without 

relevant permissions. 

Cover shot; Dave 

Pinniger took this 

wintry photograph on 

his AVR, with his 

steam Locomotion 

railcar braving the 

elements.  This was 

taken some years ago, 

since when the railcar 

has transferred to 

Harvey Watkins, who 

has run it to good 

effect on the heritage 

layout. 
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HEATHERFIELD LIGHT RAILWAY 
 John Armstrong has kindly put together this evocative article: 

Since visiting the Heatherfield Light Railway in the 1970’s I have been completely fascinated by 

the line created by the late Bill Stocks in his back garden in Huddersfield. Bill Stocks was a 

lifelong railway enthusiast, accomplished artist, public speaker, author and model maker. As 

some of you will be aware there are some of the models in the Conwy Railway Museum at 

Betws y Coed but the location of quite a lot of the models are unknown and any information or 

photographs would be gratefully received.  

The line and stock have 

been the subject of 

articles in Model Railway 

magazines notably the 

Railway Modeller, Railway 

of the Month in August 

1976. A series of articles in 

Model Railways between 

1978 and 1982 described 

the locomotive stock and 

features of the line. Prior 

to the description in 

Railway Modeller is an 

article in Model Railway 
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News May 1968 

and in Brian 

Hollingsworth’s 

book ‘Model 

Railroads’ are a 

couple of colour 

prints of the 

railway.  

Bill passed away 

in 1982 and 

since then I have 

tried to find 

additional 

pictures and information about the line to satisfy my obsession, and to add further detail of 

railway not covered in the magazine articles. I am sure there are others who found the line 

inspiring.  

The photographs I am sharing were the result of finding a mention of a visit to the Heatherfield 

Light Railway in the minutes of a railway club journal. I Joined the club meeting 120 miles away 

from home and met the presenter and explained my situation. The result was a gift of a box of 
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prints taken by the late Brian Monaghan, whose 

excellent photos illustrated many articles of 

garden lines and indoor model railways during 

the 1970’s and 1980’s. Each print was labelled 

with Brian’s address.  A letter to the address 

brought me a response from the home-owner 

who passed on Solicitors details. The Solicitor 

sent my request to publish the photos in 

Throwback Modeller to Brian’s Daughters who 

were pleased that their Father’s photos live on 

and continue to inspire enthusiasts of garden 

railway heritage.  

I need to pay credit to all of Bills friends who 

have helped in my interest and have been so 

generous with time, stories and pictures and 

the granting of permission to publish here by 

Brian’s Daughters Sally and Claire.  

The Heatherfield Light Railway, constructed in 

1950 with some locomotives built earlier, ran 

from Llysfaen Station to Kings Gap Station via 

Bodelwyddan, with a branch line to Fforyd 

Wharf. The railway included a loco and wagon 

shop, tin mine and funicular.   A winding engine 

and aerial ropeway were depicted with working 

models. The railway in the back garden was 

described as the real thing – small, and this was 

reflected in the environment of the 

line, locomotives and other means of 

transport specifically road and marine 

vessels . 

Loco No. 1 ‘Llwynon’ was built in 1938 

around the essentials of a Bowman 

265 live steam locomotive. This loco is 

described in a couple of articles but 

the earlier photograph dates from 

1954 credited to the Huddersfield 

Examiner Newspaper and shows the 

evolution of the model from the 

weatherboard to a cab, and the side 

tanks have yet to be clad in zinc and 

rivet detail. The location of ‘Llwynon’ is 

unknown.  

 

One of the intriguing live steam 

locomotives on the line is ‘Fire Queen’ 

the construction of this overtype 
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locomotive is described in March 1978 article and this close-up photograph provides more detail 

including the transmission of belt drive gears and chain.   

Greater detail of Locomotive No.2 ‘Patricia’ is in this close-up of the model constructed during 

World War II and powered by a Hornby No. 2 clockwork mechanism. The rebuilds of this 

locomotive were described in Model Railways magazine.  

To reflect the marine models I have included closer detail of the three masted schooner 

‘Oronook’ lying in dry dock at Fforyd Wharf. The steam puffer ‘Banshee’ is described in entries in 

the Heatherfield diary converting this static model to clockwork power in the late 1970’s.    

I will close with a photograph of Tony Emerson’s model ‘Sir William’ on the harbour branch 

approaching Fforyd Wharf. On the left barely visible and almost covered by the Stonecrop is the 

derelict loco described in the Railway Modeller article. I recall seeing the remains of this engine 

on my first visit sitting on a siding behind a small sign ‘Not to be Moved’. This loco disappeared a 

couple of times from the garden and would be returned, on one occasion left on the front wall 

outside of the house. 

Further photographs to follow of the Heatherfield Light Railway, locomotives and equipment of 

the outdoor machinery department. I hope these images have provided some interest to 

enthusiasts of the railway and models and perhaps encourage some of you to revisit those 

articles illustrated by the superb photography of Brian Monaghan of the railway Bill was 

incredibly proud of. 



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Sales successes: 

The Mike Lax Talyllyn and Dolgoch are, as I write, the 
subject of ongoing negotiation so contact me for an 
update if you are thinking of either.  The Roundhouse 
Blanche found a new home. For general guidance, 
any of the versions of the three Penrhyn ladies, with 
or without tenders and depending on liveries, will be 
worth around £2,000.  The GRS diesel loco sold for 
£200, and the seven skips for £210 to two separate 
buyers. 

Traders and private sales seem a little slow at the 
moment, for obvious reasons, but there are some 
lovely locos listed below. Spoil yourself for 
Christmas, or spoil that special person in your life 
and then suggest they reciprocate with something 
from the list below? 

Sale items—new listings.  

The CME of the Longgong Tramway has decided, 
reluctantly, that the traffic from the Goolagong open 
cast Syrup Shale mines can be handled by smaller 
locos, so this Accucraft NGG16, is reluctantly for sale. 
It is fitted with radio control on the regulator and 
valve gear, and the water bath in the bunker has 
been replaced by a steam heater for the gas tank. 
Condition is obvious from the photos, of which I have 
many more if required, and the model comes with its 
original box and carrying cradle. Serious Offers 
invited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something a little different. If you are a Roundhouse fan, 
then take a look at Lee. This is essentially a Roundhouse Lady 
Anne, but with a bespoke body which is really rather good. 
The loco has a Summerlands chuffer fitted, and my friend 
Steve Bradley uprated the r/c for the vendor with a Flysky FS-
i4 set up. It runs really well. The loco comes with a very 
substantial wooden carrying box. Originally it was bought by 
a church minister from PPS Steam Services in Frome some 15 
years ago, but with no history. It was then named 'Mephisto' 
which was not really appropriate for a Christian owner, so, 
being an L&B member and following the use by the line of 
three letter river names, he called it Lee. There is a river of 
this name that flows out into the Bristol Channel by Lynton, 
having passed through the grounds of Lee Abbey, a Christian 
holiday and Conference centre with which the loco's owner 
has had associations for 40 years. The loco is with me here, 
so I can take photos of anything on request, and sensible 
offers are welcome. If you do know the loco from its previous 
life please tell us the history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accucraft 7/8ths. scale Hunslet. Fitted with a Model Earth 
cab, as per the photo. This loco has had the original update 
from the supplier for the cylinders, but this has been further 
engineer enhanced. Has seen regular use, but reportedly 
steams well. I have a couple more photos. Fair Offers 
considered. 

 

Roundhouse Dylan: The most popular sales loco, with six now 
moved. This one is 0-6-0, meths fired, in black and is one 
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owner and dates from the late '90s. Needs minor cosmetics 
but runs well. As the price is fixed at £750 o.v.n.o, you can 
email Dave Skertchley @ skertch@gmail.com directly if you 
are interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roundhouse Millie. Again one owner and dates from late 
1999. Also runs well, and offered at £500 o.v.n.o.  so again go 
to Dave Skertchley as above. I do have a few other photos of 
both these locos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regner Lumberjack. I have always liked this model of loco. 
Built in Aug. 2017 from a kit, finished in black, with manual 
control and dual gauge, the pressure gauge has been changed 
to psi reading, though the original bar version comes with it. 
There is a water top-up, and the roof has been changed to 

improve access to the controls, though again the original with 
its supports is included. To improve running, the gas tank has 

been moved alongside the boiler, with a timber baffle. An 
adjuster sleeve is fitted to the burner intake., and whilst there 
is an Accucraft coupler to the rear, the front has a std. centre 
one, with the original also supplied. Finally, it comes with the 
original instruction manual, tools etc. I have a range of photos 
if you ask. Offers please.  

Kerr Stuart 0-4-0VB. See Electric Avenue piece. Offers invited.  

The following books are for sale, from the same home as the 
KS loco: 'Experience Plus'. An original Kerr Stuart copy (not 
reprint) with very minor blemishes.  

'The Lochaber Narrow Gauge Railway' by Patrick Howat and 
published by the Narrow Gauge Railway Society issue 87/88 
Spring/Summer '80 and in good condition.  

'Kerr Stuart Water Tube Boiler Geared Steam Locos' by Allan C 
Baker, published by the Industrial Railway Society 2021.   

Offers for any/all of the above welcome.  

MAGAZINES  

There are always people who enjoy Tom Cooper's magazines, 
not least me. The following are available, for a small sum.  

Steamlines: Issues 2-5, 8-10 13 and 14.  

Garden Railway World vol.1, issues 1-6.  

Vol. 2, issues 1-6.  

Vol. 3, issues 1-6  

Vol 4, issues 1 and 2. All these date from between 1988 and 
93.  

There is also, if anyone is new to the hobby, a complete set of 
SMT's from the first to current if anyone is interested? 

 

Sale items - carry over listings 

IP Engineering Jane. I have quite a few photos of this loco, as 
well as some more details. It is one of the earliest built by IP, 
and was marketed by Brandbright in 1996. The smokebox 
casting and sidetanks are original Mamod. It was converted a 
while ago to gas firing from meths, ansd the gas tank is by 
Roger Goodall. The loco is 32mm only, and has been fitted 
with cylinder covers and is named Sam. There is a boiler 
certificate dated 2016, after which the loco has not been 
steamed. There is a boiler top up valve under the dome, and it 
has an Accucraft coupling on the front, and a conventional 
centre buffer on the rear. Comes with the original Brandbright 
instruction manual and a sales leaflet dated March 1996. 
There are a number of other locos, and for pictures, details 
you should refer back to the past couple of TBM's.  

"Baggins" a 7/8ths. scale 0-4-0 based on Rishra and produced 
by Jay Kovacs. 32mm and believed to be the only one of this 
configuration in the UK.  

I am a little surprised to still be listing a Gosling GVT. Okay, I 
am biased, but these are just of such quality in both 
manufacture and running. Black, and 32mm only. Also a 



Steamlines Moody River Shay, dual gauge and gas fired. 
Once sorted, these are a lovely running loco, and I have 
one myself. There are two Roundhouse Pooters, one very 
early version that is 45mm, and an earlier version that is 
dual gauge.  

There are also three L&B Manning Wardles, from various 
manufacturers. I have seen one of these running (see 
Exeter report), and they are from various manufacturers 
and likely sale prices. There is a Roundhouse Argyle, and 
finally Brigitte, a Harvey Watkins inspiration and creation 
that is just lovely. Ask about any of these.  

 

BARGAIN BASEMENT Finally, there are a few items listed 
that have been doggedly hanging on. As they are from the 
estates of deceased members, then it is incumbent to 
move them, so asking the following, or very near offers:  

 

 

See attached photos for details. We have a tram loco 
project. Substantial chassis with skirts, and mechanical 
linkage from cab to rotary valve. Comes with a Mike 
Chaney boiler, smokebox, meths tank and burner, and a 
'Talyllyn' style cab. Needs very little to complete. £160.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two Penrhyn/Talyllyn style open carriages 
finished in a red oxide shade £40 the pair.  

Also two of these bodies mounted Talyllyn style on a 
weighty metal bogie chassis - with passengers. £40.  

 

A really well finished rake of four WD wagons and brake. 
Likely to be IP originals. The whole rake £90.  
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Two Talyllyn coaches £45, and finally some miscellaneous 
wagons/brake. 

A member is offering both a Roundhouse Katie in yellow, 
and a Wilson Locomotives 7/8ths. Hunslet, fitted with a 
“Slomo”.  I have yet to trace who requested them in the 
Wants list. If it was you, or you fancy either of these, 
contact me please. 

 

WANTED We have thinned the list down a little, but if you 
want to keep your request in this section, please email 
Derek and confirm you want your request to stay in.  This 
helps us ensure we have the right name against the right 
request and all requests are current.  We will remove all 
old requests in TBM #31 and start over with the revised 
listing - thanks. 

A Roundhouse Mountaineer. 

A gas firing conversion for a Mamod, complete with tank.  

A meths fired heritage loco. Nothing elaborate, or 
expensive, and needing a little work and tlc is no problem. 

Unmade Perfect World WHR/NWNGR WHR1 Gladstone 
Observation Car, WHR2 Workmans Coach and/or WHR 
Ashbury Corridor Coach Kits, prefer 32mm bogies 

Unmade Perfect World NWNGR/WHR carriage kits - all 
except buffet car. 32mm bogies preferred but not 
obligatory  

Perfect World/Trenarren Models Station Lamp(s) 

Brandbright unmade & complete GS2 W&L Goods Van kit
(s)  

Tolhurst Model Engineers (TME) Vale of Rheidol Swindon 
Built 3rd Class Carriage (built by Chris Tolhurst) in crimson 
and cream in v.g.c  

Vertical boilered Shay, such as maybe a Regner, but 
anything considered. 

Archangel coaches. Both bogie and four wheeler, built or 
still as kits. More than one person was after the ones 
recently sold. 

A Roundhouse Forney - only made between 2000-2004. 

Brandbright kit for the L&B open Howards trucks, prefer 
unbuilt. 

A gentleman with a nice collection of gas fired locos, 
cannot help but keep thinking that he would like to have a 
go with one that is coal fired. No specific model, but just 
one that won't defeat him at the first few attempts.  Do 
you have something suitable? 

Archangel 4 wheel coach ideally an unmade kit or finished  

Any Peter Angus geared locomotive. 

Linda, in Ffestiniog Railway guise, and must be gas fired but 
not a Roundhouse version. 

Another Linda. This can be any manufacturer, any 
specification, and needing work is not a problem. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

Mike Beeson L&B rolling stock/coaches - in any condition 

Dead or ailing - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed 

An Accucraft open sheep wagon, either W&Ll or GW 
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lettering, but with 32mm wheelsets. 

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

John Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'.  

The Merlin Monarch brass dome that fits over the safety 
valve.  

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel 
coach kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed 
to their newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy 
some - preferably unstarted but complete models would 
be considered if their condition is reasonable. 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 

Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
etc. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis. 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.   

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 
but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol. 

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition, similar to the one caught on camera by Keith 
Skillicorn below 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile. 

Tolhurst Model Engineers Vale of Rheidol Swindon built 
3rd. class carriage in crimson and cream, in v.g.c. 

Perfect World/Trenarren Models station lamp(s). 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 

 

 

AUCTION RESULTS 

My thanks to a number of you - namely Chris Stockdale, 
Andrew Barnard, John Armstrong and anyone else who 
alerted me. 

A really good looking Archangel Brick, together with an 
immaculate 4 wheel VoR coach in red from the same 
maker, sold recently for £600. If you bid through an 
auction website this would have incurred a 30% 
commission and vat, which together with getting it from 
Scotland would, in my humble opinion, have still just about 
been worth it. 

An Archangel L&B Yeo at a recent SAS sale went for £800, 
with a commission thought to be 25% It was missing its 
dome, and was described as having a tender (?). I have 
now been contacted by the new owner, so there may be 
an update on this at some point. 

A red RH Lady Anne, very early 0-4-0 meths fired and 
looking a bit the worse for wear, had a hammer price of 
£240. Add commissions etc. and it was about right. 

There is currently another Cheddar Iver, 32mm, that has 
appeared. It is green, but wearing bodywork that I do not 
recognise myself. Looks tidy but needs the roof painting. 

There were two separate Accucraft Wrekins and a 
Roundhouse continental outline loco with tender, that 
were outside the heritage remit. 
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Now with a dome! 
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Taken from the headings of SM32, 16mm scale and live steam locomotive. 

Blackisle has been hanging on for a while now, but has reduced to £999. 
Rebuilt from an original rack rail loco with reversed cyls.  An Accucraft Lyn, 
looking very well, has a long way to go as I write, but already is at £530 with 23 
bids.  A green Lady Anne has gone on at a starting price of £850. The Cheddar 
Iver is still hoping for a new home, and has reduced to £725. The two Beeson 
Ashover coaches are still being relisted, and the price has dropped to £415 - 
my opinion is still too high. An Roundhouse Lady Anne, named Maddy, has 
started at £1499. 

A green Roundhouse Karen is listed for £1600 and is r/c. An Roundhouse 
Russell, red with lined livery has relisted at £1550 (was £1650). There are a 
whole lot of Mamods/Mss on from middle £100's. An MSS in black with tender 

made £183 after 8 bids. 

An Accucraft Edrig, green, is still listed at £979.95. A light green Lindale Caledonia with 
uprated wheels sold for £570 with 26 bids. Worth that I would say. There is another red 
Roundhouse Russell on, with five bidders up to £1800. 

Three heritage diesels, about which there will be a piece in Throwback Modeller soon, sold for 
£63 with 12 bids, £21 with 6 bids, and £46 with 14 bids. Another red Roundhouse Russell was 
listed at £1295. 

Only two bidders for a Roger Marsh Marchlyn, that went for £745. Seems about right. A 
Pearse Countess was listed at £1975, and ended but I do not know if it sold? An Accucraft Joan 
had 30 bids and stopped at £1000. A Regner Max VB ended at £650. A red Roundhouse Lady 
Anne ended at £1100 but I do not know if it sold. An early Merlin Midas had 20 bids up to 
£363. 

YouTube 

Derek writes: 

Classic Trains - Slate and Narrow Part 
1. There are also parts 2 and 3 
available. These were aired in 1997, but 
contain mostly colour film from an 
earlier era.  They are narrated by John 
Peel, and cover a range of railways and 
their stock, and are well worth 
watching to see what it used to be like. 

Off the Beaten Track - Stranorlar to 
Glenties in Donegal: Narrated by Oz 
Clarke, not usually known for this as he 
is largely involved with food and drink 
programmes, here you have a mixture 
of period film of both steam and the 
famous railcars, as well as a lot of 
superb scenery and local history. Enjoy! 

Hedge End Narrow Gauge Railway 
visits Rob Bennett: Having visited this 
line a few times myself, this was a trip 

down memory lane. A good variety of 
running, including Rob's conversion of 
an Archangel Sgt.Murphy to open cab, 
it is worth a watch. 

Wooden Model Truck Modified to run 
on rails: This is Tony Bird again, and I 
remain a great fan of his engineering 
prowess, as well as his fun conversions. 
This one is self explanatory. 

106 YEAR OLD STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 
RUNS FOR FIRST TIME IN 70 YEARS! 
GLOVER STEAM ENGINE: Okay, not 
narrow gauge, but I have never seen a 
loco like this before so have a peek!  

Live Steam in the Garden -- 15th. May 
22: Graham Forden's line, and a 
suggestion to watch which I happily 
endorse. Not narrow gauge, but some 
serious eye candy, and the camera 
work is excellent. Also from the same 

home is: American Narrow Gauge live 
steam locomotives. Sort of huge, some 
of them but a great clip, and if you get 
hooked then look at Graham Forden's 
extensive collection on You Tube.  



CMR/SSG driver Barry Bolt with his new loco. 
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It’s behind you 

heritage rolling stock 
Derek continues this series on heritage rolling stock, 

thanks to Dave Lemar's donation of the following for 

the heritage layout fleet.  I will begin by saying that all 

of these vehicles, and this includes a completely open 

coach that is currently a kit of parts (!), run on Triang Big-Big/Novo bogies, despite not being that long. 

However, we could do with three or four replacements for these bogies, preferably of the same origin, 

and we would be really grateful if you could help us. 

This stock was built a good many years ago by Ray Trudgett, which is a name earlier 16mm modellers will 

recognise. With only a very limited trade support for the embryo hobby, there was a lot of scratch 

building going on. The late Graham Lamb, the founding Chairman of the 16mm Association, used to stock 

and sell items such as the aforementioned Big-Big train sets and 

more. It was decided to offer coach kits to members, and the first 

was of a GVT coach, which Ray Trudgett produced. Essentially it was 

the woodwork, to which you added your choice of chassis 

components. He did also build some exquisite coaches, such as at 

least four Corris examples, which have appeared in an earlier TBM. 

Ray's main occupation was making artificial limbs, and quite a few 

items had nicely formed aluminium roofs, though these illustrated 

are of all wooden construction. 

So, we come on to these freelance but nicely proportioned 

examples. The one styled like a Festiniog Bug box with a knifeboard 

non-upholstered seat is amusing in that it bears a First Class legend. 

The combination open/brake and luggage I really like, and the arched 

door for the guard reminds me slightly of the only Sand Hutton 

coach. The box van is what it is, and the last passenger coach seems 

in my 

mind 

to be a 

combination of GVT and Talyllyn. 

Okay, the pinstriping is basic, but they are 

surely around 40 years old, look really well, 

and with only a couple of very minor 

cosmetic defects, they have survived very 

well. You will be able to see them in future 

on the heritage layout. 
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The Trainspotter and the Trainsurfer 

Longtime readers of TBM will 
remember Martin Haywood's 
article on the creation of Major 
Custard, on a Lima 0 gauge 0-6-0 
chassis. Well, he has sent the 
following as an update, and 
writes: 

MAJOR CUSTARD and the Don 
Pearse 'Schull & Skibbereen' style 
coach set came out today in the 
sunshine, running on my 
Woodseaves Lake Light Railway. 
The robin has governed this patch 
of garden for quite some time 
although it was a surprise to see it 
interact with the railway like this 
and on camera. 

 

Steam added to the photos for 
effect. 
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Electric Avenue 
Derek writes: Slightly different this 
issue, as we are featuring a loco that 
you will find in the Sales listing. It was 
too good to overlook.  This is a 16mm 
model of a Kerr Stuart Vertical Boiler 0-
4-0, the prototype being works no: 
4412 of 1928. Construction is 
aluminium, brass and plasticard, and it 
is fixed for 32mm and not re-
gaugeable. It is 230mm long, 95mm 
wide and the height to the top of the 
chimneys is 190mm. 

It is powered by 10 rechargeable AA 
NiMH batteries with a fitted charging 
socket. From the Buhler motor, drive is 
via a Delrin chain to both axles. It has 
Planet T5 radio control, an R6M 
receiver and a MacFive controller. A 
MyLocoSound universal sound card is fitted with a remote controller to alter the noises. A 
40mm 8 ohm speaker and two way switcher are fitted.  The front and rear lights illuminate with 
the direction of travel. Kerr Stuart makers plates came from Narrow Planet. The loco is fitted 
with traditional centre buffers/hooks front and rear. 

Finally, the loco comes with research paperwork - Kerr Stuart works plans and drawings, an 
extract from the Kerr Stuart drawing register, an extract from the Kerr Stuart order book, a 
diagram and photo for the Weir pump, and finally a diagram to show access to the interior. 
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Nigel, gets into his sweet spot, Manning Wardles and exquisite engineering…. 

 

I recently had the opportunity to get two Mike Beeson L&B’s together for a side-by-

side comparison.  The differences and similarities between my YEO and Peters TAW 

are quite striking.  I need to also state at the outset that the chance to compare the 

two simply puts me in awe of Mike as an excellent model engineer.  The detail in 

both models astounds me.  I can see why his models are highly coveted.  My single 

criticism is the apparent lack of use of an etch primmer.  Conversely Mike was 

happy to think outside the box, as an example; this second loco is/was fitted with 

radio control from new, and Mike routed the cable for the servo over the top of the 

boiler in the dummy firebox crown space.  I would have never considered that route 

- genius!  My final opening observation is breadth, looking at both the photos of 

Mikes stand at Kew, and also in his catalogues, he 

clearly had many capabilities.  I’m far happier with 

metal than I am with wood or plastic, Mike had no 

apparent preferences.  The diversity and his modelling 

talent is very apparent in both wood and metal. 

Coming back on track and taking the opportunity to 

make a comparison between these two models.  The 

model of YEO I rebuilt over two years ago now.  I 

featured the write-up in Throwback #12 and then an 

update in #22.  The opportunity to line the two models 

shows some interesting contrasts.  For reasons I 

explained previously my restored model has a 

replacement boiler, fired using a standard Roundhouse 

burner, and a regulator servo that I sneaked in under 

Mike Beeson L&B Manning Wardles 

Mike in his element at the Kew 1999 
Kew show, photo Arthur Walker/
Dudley Hubbard 
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the cab footplate.  Other than that my model remains pretty much faithful to Mike’s original concept. 

This second model is interesting as this one is externally fired, but with a poker burner in the ashpan, 

and it is also “factory fitted” with two channel radio.  Dave Pinniger suggested that this may have been 

meths fired initially, being converted to gas later in life.   Lifting the body off this second model shows a 

fundamental difference.  The cab front sheet on the second model remains on the footplate. 

So, with the bodies off both models let me work front to back on the two models and highlight some of 

the best bits.  Front fall plate is a stand out.  Both models originally had green front fall plates.  When 

restoring mine I switched to satin black.  The 

front cowcatchers on both models are very 

much to scale, bolted and riveted, the 14BA 

bolts did cause me to search out a magnifier 

when restoring mine.  At first, I thought the 

couplings Mike had used were based on the 

DJB castings, on closer examination I can see 

that these were/are machined from solid.  A 

real labour of love. 

The smokebox has three sealing dogs at 

bottom dead centre.  Most model 

representations I have seen model them cast in

-situ as dummy lugs.  Not on Mike’s models, 

both models have three functioning (14BA 
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again) dogs sealing the lower smokebox door.  I covered the cylinder internals in the original 

TBM #12 article.  I only took the body off the comparison model.  It felt a bit much to strip the 

cylinders…...  However, on both models the valves chests are again bolted on with eighteen 

14BA studs and nuts, and they look like the real thing. 

Lifting my eyeline things start to change though.  For reasons best known to Mike, he fitted both 

of these models with 2” diameter boilers, where the prototype would scale out closer to 1 ¾”.  

This means that the boiler top and side tank sits higher than it 

maybe should.  This is most apparent when compared against 

another Manning Wardle model from a different builder.  

Standing in isolation it’s not that apparent. 

Moving along the loco the working Joy valve gear is a given with a 

model of this quality.  The model of YEO I restored was originally 

built as a manual loco with that single servo lurking out of sight 

under the rear footplate to operate the regulator.  In my model 

the manual reverser in the cab is gated allowing a theoretical 

notching up and down of the valve timing.  The model of TAW  

has full radio and the servo drives forward to the expansion link, 

and backwards into the reverser in the cab.  The complexity of 

Mike’s models can be demonstrated in the photo showing the 

servo drive.  Both sides of the servo arm are used, the inboard 

one to drive the expansion link, the outboard one to drive the in-

cab reverser, and amazingly the feed from the water pump in the 

side tank is looped around the drive stub of the servo too! 

One common feature to both these models is the surprise lurking 

in the front sandbox.  On both Mike uses the front sandbox as the 

Spare holes on the footplate, part of the alternative 

firing theory. 
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oil reservoir to feed the front axle mounted lubricator pump.  When restoring my model, I took the 

opportunity to enlarge this pipe to 1/8” diameter, and create some space for it to pass from the down to 

the pump on the inner face of the tank.  This necessitated replacing/recreating the water tank.  It was a 

challenging soldering job, but all the better for it.  The disappointment is neither model have anything 

exciting going on in the rear sandbox! 

Comparing the overhead photograph of the two models it becomes immediately apparent that the 

1990’s radio control equipment was sizable and took over the left-hand side tank space.  The throttle 

servo is mounted vertically and you’ll immediately notice it is mounted through the front sheet, which 

remains on the loco when the remainder of the body is removed.  This again intrigued me but it’s not dis

-similar to the approach David Hick took with his L&B model.  This does mean the regulator for this 

second model is curiously mounted on the floor too, an arrangement I’ve not encountered before. 

Moving into the cab itself the differences abound.  Fundamentally the difference is in the firing 

arrangement.  My model had a single flue boiler, with the original flue unconventionally at the 8 ‘o’clock 

position.  In rebuilding the loco I fitted a new boiler with a conventional Roundhouse burner and moved 

it to bottom dead centre, the 6 ‘o’clock position.  This triggered other changes that I documented in 

TBM #12 that I won’t repeat here.  This second model then is externally fired with a burner in the fire 

box.  There was a comment from David Pinniger that he recalled the model was originally meths fired, 

converted to gas.  This could well have been the case, the gas burner fitted when I saw the model is 

short and stumpy, requiring a blower to pull the heat through the water space.  I guess this pre-dates 

the ceramic gas burners we see in other models today?  As a consequence of having to draw the fire 

with a blower it appears that Mike fitted this model with two blowers, a steam raising blower, and 
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maybe a running blower?  Again I would need to take it 

to bits to investigate further.  The cab front sheet has a 

large copper wiper, this took me a while to figure out.  

It’s the radio aerial.  Remember the old 27MHz receivers 

came with long thin wire aerials.  Mike used the cab roof 

as his aerial, it’s carefully isolated with plasticard and 

then the detailed brass roof on top.  The wiper on the 

front sheet is the electrical connection to the cab roof.  

With our contemporary 2.4GHz equipment the aerials 

remain buried in the models and even then are only 

30mm long. 

Flipping both models on their backs and the similarities 

outweigh the differences.  The excellent pony trucks 

where unusually the axle springs inside the fixed truck to 

give full compensation and movement.  The miniature 

YEO 

#5 

TAW 

#11 

TAW 

“89802” 

YEO 

“92805” 
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 ratchet oil feed pump.  The second model has no axle driven water feed pump, relying on the hand 

pump in the side tank to maintain water level in the boiler.  The external burner is clearly apparent, and 

if you look really carefully there’s the whistle lurking between the base of the boiler and the side tank, 

where with my model the whistle is diagonally mounted.  And here’s a real curiosity looking carefully at 

the two models, my YEO has axle keeps numbered 1-6.  The model of TAW has similar axle keeps 

numbered 7-12.  Leading to a theory that the two L&B’s could have been built as a batch of two?  But 

then YEO carries a builders plate 92805, and the unrestored TAW has the builders plate in the same 

locations numbered 89802.  If the first two digits represent the build year then TAW was  built three 

years ahead of my YEO, but YEO has the earlier sequence of axle keeps….. Intrigued?  I am. 

My conclusions, both models are amazingly detailed, I can understand why Mike priced his models 

accordingly.  Clearly, they are individually built, and each so well thought out.  I started my piece in TBM 

#12 asking if you believed in Unicorns, relating the rare sightings of Mikes models.  I’ve now seen a 

second and had the chance to have a good look at it.  I’d love to see photos of any other Beeson L&B’s 

and see if there are other variations on the theme.  I’m also intrigued to know how many he built?  So 

far the count is up at two.  If you own or know of the location of a Beeson L&B Manning Wardle I’d love 

to know, simply to figure out how many Mike built.  His catalogue lists the L&B Baldwin as well as the 

Manning Wardles, now that would truly be the Unicorn of Unicorns? 
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Lines that never 

were 
Derek writes: 

I was reading the obituary of a man I always 

knew as John Ellerton, but who in later years 

used the name John de Frayssinet.  It was 

John who, in 1984 purchased the Fairbourne 

Railway in its 15" gauge days, and converted it 

to 12 1/4" using equipment from his short-

lived line in France. 

However, what caught my eye was the 

mention that he was known in later years for his large scenic freelance line based on the Lynton & 

Barnstaple Railway, and the several books he wrote describing the modelling techniques he had 

developed for it. 

It was too much to ask, to find that he modelled in 16mm, but I hopefully put his name into You Tube to 

see what I got. Yes, he is there, but he modelled in 009. So why the mention? Well, if you select the clip 

which is titled 'County Gate', and takes around 23 minutes, it is a fascinating glimpse of one man's idea 

of how the line would have developed. I also found, to my surprise, that there was back in the early days 

a scheme to extend from Lynton to Minehead, and John has incorporated this idea into his model. 

It is a worthwhile clip for so many reasons. Give it a watch. 

Images copyright County Gate website 
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Mind the gap Dave Pinniger’s new Lawley running on home metals on the AVR. 

Clear as mud? 
Derek recently received a quantity of old Tom Cooper magazines, with grateful thanks to Andy Cooper. Going through 

them, a couple of pieces of paper fell out. They were in fact a short exchange between a Mr. Holdsworth (Henry?) and 

Tom Cooper, and the whole thing is self-explanatory. It will serve perhaps to also explain to the people who ask about 

Merlin's loco numbering system why it is as random as it is, and also show lovers of his magazines (count me in) why 

they should not try too hard to pursue perceived missing issues! 

On 10th. Sept. 1990 Mr. Holdsworth wrote to Tom, saying: ' Mr. Cooper, I cannot understand the numbering of recent 

magazines and hope I have not missed a copy. There is no need to answer if I haven't. I have no;7, March 1990. The 

next issue shows Vol.2 No.2 July 1990, but your editorial refers to no.8??? NO Vol.2 no.1 received. 

Tom Cooper's reply was on 13th. Sept, and read: Mr. Holdsworth, Just a note to clear up, hopefully, the confusion over 

Garden Railway World numbering. There was no edition for May/June, as stated at the bottom of P46 (which would 

have been vol.2 no.1). The next GRW was no.8 (vol.2 no.2), the start of the next six editions, hence it being now called 

vol.2. I hope you understand this now - don't worry as many people have been confused. Regards. TC 

As I said, as clear as.... 
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LOTS OF RH&LLR DOUBLE FAIRLIES  
Mike Dockery writes: 

I remember that I promised some modified text and additional images regarding the various Double 

Fairlies that were the subject of an earlier article. Here 

goes.... 

Fairlies, Double and Single, have been a long-standing part of 

my fascination with articulated locos. When I started in 

16mm in 1980 with Novo conversions it was perhaps 

inevitable that a Fairlie would appear and so it came to be 

with No 5 AUDREY. As with all the RH&LLR locos I still have 

AUDREY but in the intervening forty-odd (some very odd) 

years the other Fairlies that have followed have become 

increasingly complex and, I believe/hope, of improved 

standards of construction. Ignoring for the time being the Single, Mason, and Greenly Fairlies in RH-land, 

there are (including Audrey to be kind) currently 5 Double locos with 2 more planned 

The most recent (re)appearance concerns No 65 ZAPHOD that is a 2' gauge reimagining of the real world 

Australian 3'-6" Avonside 2-4--4-2Ts. It was produced by the Browne of Archangel many years ago and 

had its first run following painting on Dave P's line when it became apparent that on curves the burners 



P A G E  2 5  I S S U E  3 0  N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

 

 heated the footplate rather than the boiler and the recently applied livery was quickly ruined. The 

remains have lived in a drawer for 20ish years but have now come together again with larger holes in 

the footplate, 2 Wheldon fireboxes, and separate end platforms rather than the original, and incorrect, 

single long footplate. I think that it looks OK but will leave others to judge on the basis of the photos 

showing it in company with two other 12-wheeled Double Fairlies (No 33 being the wood-burner and No 

66 the clockwork device). 

Some would suggest that Double Fairlies are bit boring since there were only 4 varieties of wheel 

arrangement. The RH&LLR already has 0-4-4-0T, 0-6-6-0T, and 2-4-4-2T and so it only leaves 2-6-6-2T 

and 0-8-8-0T (North British proposal of 1912 for Mexico) as future projects although Steve Bell claims 

that the proposed 0-4-4-4-4-0T scheme is also relevant (I will reserve judgement on this Spooner might-

have-been). 
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Restoring a love for cheese 
Nigel gives an update on a recent project; 

I made a tongue in cheek remark in a recent TBM 

editorial about loco restorations.  Well this 

Cheddar Hercules arrived here for a “bit of a sort 

out”.  Those were the words the new owner 

used.  It arrived with him and an initial look on 

the kitchen table it looked ok mechanically, but 

the appearance was …….. 

Once in the workshop it was confirmed  that the 

work was largely cosmetic, but it was going to 

entail everything.  The loco had taken a tumble at 

some point, the buffer beams were bent, the cab 

roof was drooping by 1/4”, there was a large 

amount of red overspray in strange places, and 

the “new” paint on the bufferbeam had reacted 

with original paint, looking wrinkled and messy. 

Mechanically the loco looked good, it was just 

these cosmetics.   A quick check in with the 

owner and a full nut and bolt rebuild was decided 

upon along with a tidy up of the radio. 

My approach to these 

challenges is to strip off 

the cosmetics and get 

them in the cellulose 

thinners.  When I do the loco chassis, my aim is to do one side at a time, 

this allows me to strip down clean up and rebuild the first side using the 

untouched second side as a reference. 

My painting strategy is quite straightforward, and I don’t deviate from it.  

Having removed the old paint, I then clean the part with aluminium oxide 

“grey sandpaper”, then wire wool.  I then degrease the parts with a U Pol 

degreaser, the instructions on the can talk about wiping down the parts 

with a lint free cloth.  My take on this is an old toothbrush, I can then get 

into all the corners.  I then leave the parts overnight for the remaining 

Jumping to the punch-line - a happy ending 
with a resplendent Hercules having a steam 
test (note to self remove pump handle in 
tender to future photos 

Red overspray in abundance!  
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 solvent to evaporate off.  I then etch prime the parts using U Pol Acid 8 product, this is available from 

Halfords, other brands are available, I’ve just not used them so cannot vouch for them.  After that it’s a 

choice of your top colour coat.  I’ve happily 

used the Halfords and Holts rattle can colours 

on several of my models now.  If I need a 

precise shade then I use Precision Paints and 

spray those on.   For the Cheddar rebuild the 

loco was my favourite colour, shade and 

finish, satin black.  Although just for fun I 

painted the cab roof matt! 

“Wallace: It's like no cheese I've ever 

tasted…” so back to the Cheddar with the 

pieces slowly being taken off, stripped and 

repainted there are a couple of curiosities.  

The Cheddar reversing mechanism is a spring 

loaded over centre cam arrangement, with a 

pushrod mechanism running down the centre of the 

chassis.  The other “thing” is their throttle mechanism, this 

lies in the centre of the loco too, working on the exhaust.  

Exhaust regulators have been around for a while, this is the first time I’ve encountered one “Wallace: It’s 

a cracking contraption”.  While on the topic of novel features, there’s also the lubricator with two 

control valves mounted on the footplate.  One of these regulates the steam flow in, and the other 

regulates the oil flow out.  All this was re-painted and reinstated “as was”.  I did change the radio 

around.  The original model had the battery pack in the cab roof, along with the whistle servo on the 

front sheet of the cab.  The bracket for the servo was a tidy piece of laser cut steel, but it obscured the 

cab widow.  My aim was to put the battery pack one side and the radio the other.  I put in a simple 

bracket to retain the lipo receiver pack on 

the “firemans side” and put the servo, 

receiver and voltage regulator on the 

footplate at the “drivers side”.  To conceal 

the wires, but also to prevent accidental 

water  splashes I soldered a sloping shelf 

inside the cab.  This protects the servo and 

the receiver, but we can use this same shelf 

to cunningly mount a half driver.  Let me 

come back to the voltage regulator, using a 

Lipo in the locomotive has the advantages 

of being physically smaller for the same 

A surprising amount of corrosion was evi-
dent on some parts 

Trial for brass boiler bands, prior to painting the boiler 
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capacity as a comparable NiMH cell, and also having a lower 

self discharge (aka going flat while your engine is sitting on the 

shelf between runs).   The downside is that the voltage for a 

charged pack comes up to 8.4 volts.  This can be too much for 

a typical receiver and servo, the solution is to reduce the 

voltage.   Reducing the voltage can be achieved a couple of 

ways.  There are proprietary voltage regulators.  These are 

available from online auction houses for around £5, a search 

for uBEC should give you a number of options.  Be careful to 

select the 5v or 6v ones, as 

similar looking units also 

sell but set for 12v.  

Alternatively four diodes 

connected in series can 

give a similar effect.  

When a diode is used to 

flow current, it will lose 

0.7v regardless of load current (unlike a resistor where the 

voltage drop depends on the current flow).  Still with me?  

So connecting four diodes in series will give a voltage drop 

of 2.8v.  With a lipo pack at full charge the voltage will be 

8.4 v, using the four diodes will drop the voltage to 5.6v.  

The 1N4001 is the workhorse of diodes and has a maximum 

current rating of 1 amp, which is plenty for our receivers 

and servos. 

Back to the model, the servos for the Cheddar locos are 

mounted under the cab floor, but outside the frames, 

sliding a small piece of black heatshrink tube over the servo 

lead, makes it disappear, visually not literally!  Cleaning the 

red overspray off the servos was a finger nail job, putting 
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 servos in a bath of cellulose thinner wouldn’t be good! 

The last change I made to the engine was the gas pipe.  This crosses from the 

tender to the back of the burner with a thick wall tube.  I have in inherent fear 

of flexible gas pipes, my fears were justified, the gas pipe on this loco revealed 

a nasty split.  The pipe was replaced with a similar pipe, but with a stainless 

steel overbraid.  This is also available from that same online auction house.  

The pipe I bought is sold for fuel/oil/brake fluid for performance cars. 

So all good on the rebuilding front.  A quick test revealed that I’d missed 

tightening the gland nut on the top of the gauge glass.  With that nipped up I 

have to say I was mighty impressed, the loco came up to pressure quickly and 

quietly with the ceramic backhead burner.  The valve gear is sprung loaded 

over centre, so there’s no mid gear, with the throttle open at 20psi on the clock 

the loco made an immediate and spirited start down the steam up bay, setting 

a 0-60 time that any Porsche would be proud to emulate.   Flipping the loco 

into reverse and the engine did the honours backwards, but I was prepared for 

the surge in speed, and judged the throttle much better this time around.  It 

did strike me that the heavy tender (plus water) would make it very suited to 

reverse running, a feat I’ve never attempted. 

Derek wrote about restoring basket cases in a previous Throwback editorial, I would not say this was an 

basket case, but the “age related marks” were certainly very present, along with a dose of corrosion, 

and a poorly masked off respray attempt on the buffer beams.  The rebuild of this model shows that a 

restoration can be achieved, and a couple of simple enhancements and updates can add to the usability 

of our older models.   Returning the engine to the owner, his delight was immediately apparent I could 

see this was going to be no shelf queen either.  It’s ok to renovate older models.  Some people crave 

“patina”, that's ok too.  There’s no wrong answer here.  Any rebuild done well will enhance  the joy of 

running your model. 

All complete, ready for testing.  Even the 
safety valve had the Brasso treatment 
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A railway runs by 

Derek writes:  I am very keen to start a series 

on the infrastructure of our garden lines - 

buildings, bridges, you name it. Our lines 

would look nothing without the addition of 

items that we would expect to see on 

prototype lines. I think we should be able to 

just look at a garden line when nothing is 

running, and get pleasure from what is sitting 

there. This is your starter piece, and together 

with the photo taken at Dave Mees' Wigfa & 

Llanrwst (which doubles as that feature) I am 

sure that you can see what I am after? There 

was also the Sparkes' family viaduct in the last TBM. So come on and contribute if you have anything you 

think we'd all enjoy? 

At the Exeter Show, Dave Lemar (he is one of the three co-owners of the heritage layout) very kindly 

handed over a box with some pottery buildings inside. Given a little fettling, they will appear on Phurcombe 
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 Hall when it is travelling. Now, Dave Pinniger has a 

number of these style of buildings, made by the 

late Stewart Currie, but they are far more detailed 

and frankly exquisite. My own tendency is to think 

that these were a product of Welshpool Pottery 

( Hutchins & Sons), but I only have some of their 

adverts but no catalogue. Perhaps some readers 

may be able to help me on this? Tom Cooper 

advertised their products in his magazines, and 

their range was described as kits, bits or complete 

buildings, but I believe that all was not well with this tie 

up so will refrain from any further comment. 

The long single building and the barn are both three 

quarter models - the back is missing, but the others are 

three dimensional. Whilst pottery as a medium for 

building construction has all but disappeared in favour of 

resin mainly, these hark back to probably the early '90s 

and have survived whatever rigours. The detail is not 

deeply ingrained, but sufficient and there are slipped 

slates for instance on the roofs.  Of course, if you have 

infrastructure, you also need people. There are a number 

of manufacturers these days, all using resin, but back in 

the day terracotta was also used to make a range of 

passengers and platform 

items, and some of them are 

pictured here. Tom Cooper 

advertised them as 'pot people' and they came in sets of five or six for 

£3.30 in 1990. We were donated what you see, and quite a few more to use 

on the layout, for which our thanks. 

In the case of the Wigfa & Llanrwst, I just really like this photo. There is no 

train or rolling stock in sight, and yet the whole vista is totally credible as a 

working railway. The Arch and abutments are from Cain Howley, now 

effectively having ceased manufacture of his concrete buildings etc. I have a 

number of his items, including one of his viaducts - four piers and hence 

three arches, but bespoke built to a trackbed height of two foot. I really love it, even though it put me in 

hospital with a hernia lifting it into place! Who'd have thought that garden railways can seriously 

damage your health? I remember him at the Llanfair Shows a few years ago with an extensive sales 

display outside in the car park, and wondered what weight he had brought with him? 

Are you getting the idea now? Peter Jones made Gravura buildings (we have some on the PH layout) 

Peter Dobson made buildings as well as his rolling stock, and there was much much more. Tell us about 

them please. 
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REAL ESTATE AT WOODY BAY 
Pete Chandler kindly sent in the following: Having been drawn towards the JigStones model 

buildings used for the new 'Woody Gate' 16mm layout at the L&BR, Derek has invited me to 

paint a picture covering use of the method for this recently completed project based at Woody 

Bay station in North Devon. If you're already familiar with the JigStones story this will be old 

news. But for any relatively new converts to the hobby the following might be of interest? 

Firstly it has to be said that the JigStones concept has to some been a 'Marmite' way of 

spreading buildings around a garden railway. Some love it, and some won't give it house room. 

That's fine. Products can often have a split in popularity, such as the aforementioned food 

spread! For those who enjoy using JigStones, some extremely fine models have been created, 

which is the main thing, and proves that it has a place in some folks' hearts for good reason. 

But going back to the start of it all, "JigStones" fits the description applied to a large range of 

rubber moulds - as well as the generic name given to the stone wall (or brick) 

patterned castings they are produced from; all being cast self sufficiently by their 

owner. This approach of realistic stone effect modelwork was devised in a couple 

of lunch breaks while I was working in Redhill as a graphic artist. 

The type of silicone rubber used has always been of the highest quality available, 

which is never cheap. This guarantees an impressive life span of use, essential 

where a large number of castings are to be produced. The moulds are now 

produced in Germany. Rapid set cement is used to make the JigStones wall block 

castings, and these glue together to make up into either 16mm or G scale heavy 

duty model buildings but, most importantly, not necessarily to pre-determined 

designs. Literally more variations of choice of a model's shape and size than there 

are words to this article is the system's main purpose of adoption. This freedom to 

kickstart a modeller's imagination, building from absolute scratch to the finished 

Engine shed and 

Woody Gate Bay 

Earlier use of rub-

ber moulds in the 

1980’s Dolbadarn 

at the Dinorwic 

Quarry 
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 item, was the main reason 

why I considered it to be 

hopefully suited to the 

garden railway hobbyist 

desiring any number of 

characterful station 

buildings, loco sheds, 

farmsteads, cottages, 

viaducts and so on. But it all 

of course comes down to a 

matter of choice and cost. In 

Tag Gorton's GardenRail 

publication "Steam In Your 

Garden" of 1996 he suggests 

that it's 'Almost a hobby in 

itself...' (and I couldn't have put it better). The moulds are, unfortunately, expensive to produce as they are 

not mass produced for such a specialist market as ours. Most modellers prefer to purchase a conventional 

product in kit form. With JigStones one is actually producing the kit before being able to assemble it, and 

that can be time consuming. The cost of assembling a number of moulds if desiring to build fairly 

substantial models within a reasonable time is an issue 

prospective users must consider. I suppose I'm biased in that 

I prefer my approach as it doesn't require the measuring, 

cutting or joining of wood, plastic or metal often associated 

with scratch building. Yes, it takes time to cast enough 

blocks, but there are always other jobs to get on with while 

my personal 'builder's yard' of materials grows.  

It would be a waste of this TBM's space to describe the 

process of use in fine detail as I'd already made videos ten 

years ago demonstrating the technique on 

Youtube, so this article is simply a 'show and tell' 

exercise. There's also a whole plethera of articles 

available online describing experiences by 

independent modellers. 

But back to the reason for this article. Our 'Woody 

Gate' railway scene at the Lynton & Barnstaple 

Railway's Woody Bay station needed some 

weatherproof model buildings. As my own back 

garden affair was coming to an end as far as my 

interests went, though I have reprieved a length 

of it for test running, a few reusable models had 

become available. They needed a bit of sprucing 

up as they've been out in all weathers for a good 

few years, but nothing too major required. I do 

find that if a model cannot dry out easily after a 

Oil drum lane general view 

The refurbished pub 

The rustic rundown good shed 
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damp period it does become less stable if there's a 

need to move it after a few years. Treating all surfaces 

with grouting of fine sand mixed with PVA is essential 

for a model to stay together. Even 'exterior' PVA as a 

bond does not remain 100% reliable over time. I will be 

trialling UHU in future as this seems to be absolutely 

waterproof based upon other uses I've put it to 

outdoors, and only costs a quid a tube at Poundland! 

I'll let you know one day if this works, but a few years 

of faultless proof would be required. 

The first models for the Woody Bay layout have been a 

row of six light industrial unit backs with a stranded 

cottage in the middle which I'd called 'Oil Drum Lane' in 

a former life. The name stems from being a fan of the 

comedic work of scriptwriters Messrs Galton and 

Simpson (of Hancock's Half Hour and Steptoe & Son 

fame). Incidentally, Ray Galton was a previous inmate at the grammar school I attended in 

Mitcham, and Steptoe's junk business was supposedly based upon a firm just a few horse 

droppings along the road from the school. So 'Oil Drum Lane's' string of low relief buildings 

found a perfect place at the rear of the layout. Someone has already observed that low relief 

model building designs purchased as kits, are usually of fronts of buildings, and that their 

placement naturally requires a railway to run in front of them if they're used against a wall or 

fence. How strange. Step out the front door and get mowed down by a Garrett? I don't think so! 

JigStones allows more common sense to be used in the designs we come up with, so therefore 

backs of properties might sometimes be a more sensible approach? 

The first 'new build' has been a necessarily small, squeezed in, goods shed. It has rustic charm 

and is appropriately sized to fit tightly into a siding area at the front of the layout, I decided to 

make this model look a little worse for wear. This relic of a past railway era has a fractured roof, 

peeling paintwork and a conservative touch of guano. Some 'ivy', using deft handiwork with 

pinking scissors and beer can aluminium, finished the piece in a suitably run down fashion. The 

roof of felt slates was distressed to show a couple of rafters, as seen in the overall view photo, 

and this image of a subject designated for repair and preservation seemed to fit neatly into the 

L&BR's own category of day to day refurbishment. Some building materials have 

also recently been delivered for Bob the builder to get to work with. 

While this was being made, another old model from my 

back garden, 'The Mermaid Inn', was in the wings 

awaiting necessary attention. It hadn't been maintained 

for many a year but was still basically sound. A new bay 

window was added to give it more character, plus an 

extra chimney stack and a fresh coat of paint here and 

there. All in all an easy fix. It settled in at Woody Gate as 

the 'Two Moors Tavern' but might be missing next year as 

a human scaled footbridge possibly needs to take its 

place. 

Then came one of the easier projects well suited to the 

JigStones method - a castle ruin. You can really let design 

sense go berserk with the subject of battletorn 

Castle ruins plater 

Farmhouse under construction 
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 stonework, but my own effort using the Welsh Slate pattern did have to 

fit into an awkwardly shaped footprint. In our case a 'tree' of semi-

succulence growing within its walls, kindly provided by Two Moors 

member Arthur Cole, finishes off the rustic nature of it nicely. It's really a 

planter in disguise. 

With the ruined castle complete I was off to Woody Bay with it. I'm sure 

the chassis of my car was a lot lower than usual on that journey! Weight 

is of course another advantage to models which are true buildings in 

miniature having real walls of substance, and therefore providing some 

clout when it comes to defeating high winds. 

From my own lifted line there was a goods shed and engine shed available. Both being 

handy items which needed a new home, they're now part of Woody Gate's railway enterprise, but a 

farmhouse was the next new build on the list of to-do's. Having made a start on the footprint in Random 

Stone pattern it was simply a case of make it up as I go. Building into any design an outwardly projecting 

extension here, or an inwardly retreating nook or cranny there, JigStoning is all about character and not 

settling for just four walls and a roof every time. Nothing much stays as a plain box for too long when 

residential properties grow and extensions need to be added, so I like to include varieties of shape and 

form as much as possible. This versatility satisfies the need for additional boundary walls about the railway 

itself, and I might introduce a roadbridge at some point. JigStones does it all. I enjoy every minute of it, 

regularly knocking out castings each day as required...they soon build up...and if a hobby is meant to please 

one's soul and not become a burden, then I'm very happy with my lot. Having a place like the Woody Bay 

layout to decorate has been a privilege, and I thank the L&B management for their trust in us being able to 

provide a feature of entertainment that is proving to be popular among its visitors. 

Rogers partly kit built station building and an over-

all scene of the layout 

Completed farmhouse 
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Regrets - I have a few 
Ben Cripps recounted the following - you will understand from the text that he parted with his David Hick loco at 

an earlier point, and it is he who we are advertising for in our Wants part of TBM. 

He sent the following:  Further to my email of yesterday, Derek, I have now read more of the latest issue includ-

ing the lovely and informative article about the David Hick No 1. As you know, I have a long standing love of Da-

vid's locos and a similarly long standing desire to obtain another one. So much of what is said in the article 

chimes with me:- the tendency of David's locos to be stiff, lively, liable to run unevenly and liable to get very hot. 

Also, David Pinniger's reminiscences of David Hick himself are almost exactly the same as my experiences in the 

1980s:- long silent waits for news of progress, difficulties in contacting David and his charming personality which 

made one's complaints evaporate. The only way I was able to contact David was to call the local pub; the phone 

would be handed to David who would be sitting at the bar and we would discuss our business to the sounds 

"off" of glasses clinking and pub chat in the background. Eventually my loco was ready and I visited Graham 

Lamb's house where David demonstrated the loco for me. I never minded the loose gas tank; it seemed to be so 

solidly constructed that I did not have any anticipation of possible danger. 

It is a testament to the beauty and character of David Hick's locomotives that despite their undoubted occasion-

al shortcomings in performance, so many people treasure and hold on to their examples that it is going to be 

almost impossible, I fear, for me ever to find an example that anyone is willing to sell to me. 

Wanted 

works! 
Proving that it can work, Martin 

Haywood writes: 

Thanks to Throwback and Pete 

Scott a quaint old Huddy Hunslet 

arrived at my door today. 

Attached is a photo taken this 

afternoon having dug out an obso-

lete camera for a somewhat nostal-

gic effect. The two tippers are Tri-

ang Big Big and Wiskits (Mike Wiseman), both coupled up with paperclips to complete a 1980s period train. 

The Huddy will only need a little work to get it going and I'm very very happy indeed to finally get one.   
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Notes from Portland - Sir Morgan  
James Ritson writes - In the early 1990’s I was living in Alaska where I built my first US garden railway.  

One day I saw an advertisement in SMT for a coal fired Merlin Mayflower conversion called Black 

Diamond.  I owned a much loved Merlin Major at the time and was fascinated.  Later there was a 

wonderful description by Dave Pinniger in Tom Cooper’s magazine of one of John Shawe’s  Roundhouse 

Sandy River conversions. 

During visits home to the UK in 1993 and 1995, I called in on John Shawe, who had repaired my Merlin 

Hunslet, and I mentioned my interest in obtaining a coal fired 16mm engine.  Up to that point I had 

never seen one in action but when I visited Dave Pinniger he ran his Darj for me, and later John Shawe 

took me to a friend’s railway and gave me a very impressive demo of his Fowler conversion “Black 

Adder”.  

I was hooked.   

One thing that I picked 

Two John Shawe master-
pieces.  Sir Morgan and 
Yeo resting after a run-
ning session.  (Platform 
not yet painted) 
I picked up "Yeo" from 
John who had based it on 
Roundouse components 
but fitted Joy valve 
gear.  I think it was on 
this UK visit that I gave 
John the firm order for a 
coal burner.  
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up from these demonstrations was that a tender engine would be more 

suitable than a tank engine on account of its greater water capacity. 

The upshot of all this was that during my 1997 UK trip I gave John a firm 

order with instructions that it should be a 2-6-2 tender engine, inspired by the Ratty’s Northern Rock, but 

not intended to be a model of that fine locomotive.  As this was likely to be the only coal-burner I could 

ever afford I specified that in addition to the normal controls it should have a whistle and cylinder drain 

cocks.  It was to be painted green and named “Sir Morgan” in honour of my then two year old son. 

I hoped to collect it on my next UK trip, which up to then had been every two years or so. 

Well although John finished the engine in 1998 we moved from Alaska to Atlanta that year and it took 

Sir Morgan pulls into the terminus on my 
first railway in Atlanta.  Nine L&B coaches 
in tow, which it barely noticed. 
This was actually 2008 and the last train 
on that railway.  The following day I start-
ed lifting the track in preparation for 
building a much larger dual gauge railway 
to entertain Gauge1 trains as well.  

There isn't much of Sir 
Morgan visible in the pic-
ture but some might find it 
interesting.  This is Marc 
Horowitz's railway in Den-
ver with he and David 
Outteridge casting a critical 
eye on Sir Morgan's perfor-
mance, and its driver/
fireman's skills as he runs it 
at 5,000ft for the first time 
during a Denver layover.  A 
very pleasant afternoon. 

Steam driver oil? 
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me until the April of 2001 to get back over to the UK to collect it.  John remarked that it was a nuisance 

having it sitting on his shelf as so many people saw the drain cocks and decided they wanted them too!! 

I met John at Dave Pinniger’s AVR where he gave me a firing lesson while Dave looked on admiringly.  It 

was everything I had dreamed of, and 

of course ran beautifully.  In due 

course it flew back to Atlanta with me 

in my carry-on luggage. 

 

When I got it home, I read John’s 

instructions one more time, then made 

my first attempt at raising steam the 

following day.   Lo and Behold it lifted 

its safety valve within 4-5 minutes, just 

like John said it should.  And it ran like 

a sewing machine for about an hour.  

Over the next few months I refined my 

technique, managing runs of two to 

three hours, learning to judge the state 

The Master and his Sir Mor-
gan.  On a later visit to At-
lanta John Shawe gets to 
grips with raising steam in 
Sir Morgan.  It is always 
illuminating to watch John 
running a coal fired engine.
(Apologies - Santa’s mis-
chievous elf figured out a 
new trick with photoshop) 

Sir Morgan on an evening train of eight pan-
elled coaches on the first Oregon railway.   
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of the fire as much by the glow from the grate as by what I could see through 

the firehole door.  I tried not to stuff so much coal in the firebox that I corked a 

tube, and found a technique for removing the smokebox door and clearing the 

blockage without burning myself too badly.  Pain is a great teacher. 

To this day “Sir Morgan” remains my pride and joy and is usually the engine of 

choice if any visitors request a demonstration of my garden railway.  An ultra-

reliable performer and a joy to watch. 

I still find running a coal burner to be close to model railway perfection.  The 

process of lighting a thin bed of charcoal on the grate, gradually adding coal, 

pumping up the water level, opening the drain cocks to clear the cylinders, and 

finally after a toot on the whistle, departing on a run with eight or nine bogies 

in tow.  It’s as close to magical as I believe it is possible to get in 16mm scale.  

And the smell……sublime. 

Paradise in one’s garden. 

John’s engines are so well thought out that even after twenty one year’s 

regular use it is still in fine health and has needed only rudimentary repairs, 

such as replacing the driving axle.  Over the years it has received a few minor 

cosmetic alterations such as shortening the cab roof, re-profiling the buffer 

beam, a little bit of lining, etc.  But it remains  99.9% exactly as John built it.  It 

is so well balanced that it remains a delight to run.  His are still the most 

satisfying coal-fired engines I have had the good fortune to fire.   

With a new railway under construction in Oregon it will continue pounding the 

rails for many years to come.  With luck it will be joined by another of John’s 

conversions in 2023, a Lynton and Barnstaple “Exe”.   I am one lucky man. 

A check on the state of the fire after 
running for two hours.  The boiler 
pressure is down to 50psi so time for a 
quick riddle of the grate and then add a 
layer of coal.  It will soon be back to 
blowing off point.  The water level is 
slightly low.  Perhaps the tender is 
dry?   No matter, a quick top up and the 
level will soon be back up as the engine's 
axle pump is very reliable and can easily 
keep up with demand.   
John's engines are so well thought out 
that they are a delight to fire.  

"Sir Morgan" setting out with the last train on the old Atlanta railway, steam shooting out in front with the cylinder drain 
cocks open, and also a tall plume of steam as it gets its heavy nine coach L&B train on the move.  A healthy glow from the 
grate.  
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 Darjeeling Delights 
I asked Dave Pinniger if he would do me a photo montage of heritage Darj.locos, which he has kindly 

done. I have added in some pictures I took of the real thing for comparison - taken six years ago when a 

small group of us went out to ride the line.  Here are 7 Darj photos for TBM all taken on the AVR 

1/ Hugh Saunders coal fired B class “Quicksilver” 

2/ Roundhouse B 805 modified by Raif Copley for Alan Walker  

3/ Harvey Watkins rebuilt A class “Arvi” 

4/ Another shot of Arvi  

5/ Harvey Watkins original A class No 9 

6/ Darjeeling C class coal fired built by Mike Gaskin now with Luke Marshall 

7/ Steve Herrings coal fired C class built by John Brittain 
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More Emett - ana 
Derek's appeal for A.W.N.U.T.S. (Always Whimsical - Not usually to Scale) magazines brought 
quite a selection, as mentioned in the last TBM.  Dave Rowlands was a regular contributor. As 
well as being a seriously good writer with a wonderful sense of humour, as you should have 
gathered from the piece in TBM29 (Milk Run to Low Fennel), he was also an accomplished 
cartoonist. This piece appeared in the aforementioned magazine in the early '90s and should 
bring back memories for a lot of readers, not least me who was taken to the Festival of Britain 
sadly at the age of four, far too young to appreciate what I was seeing. Dave was responding to 
an earlier article about Rowland Emett and his machines: 

I don't think you could say that Emett was "stuck in the past" though. His creations, including 
"Nellie", got to the moon long before our real astronauts did! He always favoured the phrase 
once bestowed on his characters by a reviewer. "Too early for the future, too late for the past". 
From the attached photo you can see the "real" Emett locomotive, "Wild Goose", built by Harry 
Barlow of Southport for the 1951 Festival of Britain "Emett Railway", i.e. from Emett's design. 
Here it is on the platform of Southport station, awaiting transportation to London, with Mr. 
Barlow alongside. This loco was based on a hot air balloon and was to provide the Far Tottering 
and Oyster Creek Railways "Air Service". That being so, I don't know why it didn't FLY down to 
London; I am sure that Emett would have approved. Of the three 15" gauge locomotives used on 
the railway - "Nellie", "Neptune", and "Wild Goose" the latter was Emett's personal favourite, 
and he retained the nameplate and klaxon horn for his cottage at Ditchling, Sussex, when the 
railway closed.  He also had a doorbell from the last London tramcar, given to him by the scrap 
merchants George Cohen & Sons.   
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This locomotive was to Barlow's standard design of diesel electric on a 4-6-2 chassis, with the 
engine in the tender; hence the need for tender locomotives, a point which Emett had to 
incorporate into his original designs. These designs (done for Barlow to work from) were issued 
in colour as postcards that were on sale at the Festival Pleasure Gardens in Battersea, where the 
railway opened. 

The photo should be credited to J. Gilmour, a friend who gave me the prints and agreed that 
they could be used in publication many years ago. On the operating railway the locos were not 
turned round; they ran tender first in one direction. Unfortunately, there was a bad accident 
late in 1951, when two of the trains collided, regrettably killing one passenger and injuring 
several others. I don't know HOW the accident occurred because the operating system SEEMED 
foolproof. Two trains were at Far Tottering, with the other at Oyster Creek. One train left 
Tottering for Oyster. When it got there, the train already there left for Tottering. When that 
reached the destination, the other one there left for Oyster. Its arrival at Oyster sent the other 
one off to Tottering and so on. It ought to have been completely safe, but it wasn't! 

It is wonderful to see all the interest in Emett's world. He would have been delighted. He was a 
wonderfully friendly man, kind and generous. He would have given the shirt off his back to the 
first person to ask him; hence Mary Emett's need to be firm over business matters. She created 
a wonderfully secure environment for him, in which he could allow his talents full rein. Without 
her careful stewardship, we would not have had so many of Rowland's creations to enjoy. 

Derek finishes by saying that anyone who enjoys the creations of Emett and their transmission 
into our 16mm world, will be very pleased shortly with submissions from a new contributor - 
watch this space 
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Pinnigers Patch - Wildlife 

vandals target the 

Ambledown Valley Railway 
The day after a very successful coffee and trains morning to raise funds for 

MacMillan, I checked around the line for any items which had been left out 

overnight. I was dismayed to find that a whole section of the mainline along 

the back straight was completely out of line. Closer inspection showed that it 

appeared to have been pulled sideways with 

some force so wrenching the track out of its 

bedding in the gravel ballast. There was no 

alternative but to lift out over three yards of 

the track, sweep up the gravel and clear the 

trackbed of any residual peat and cement. 

When I brushed ballast from the track base I 

noticed some strange marks on a few sleepers and then found the end of 

one sleeper was chewed away. I showed the evidence to my son Edward 

and he convinced me that the teethmarks were probably made a young 

fox. They behave like puppies and chew anything and we have previously 

seen them in the garden on a wildlife night camera.  

I tidied up the track and relaid it, this time 

using some Plastic Padding to hold it in place 

on the pavers underneath. For good measure I 

gave all the sleepers and battens a good dose 

of creosote as a deterrent before replacing the 

ballast. The track is now much better than 

before but thank goodness it did not happen a 

night earlier otherwise we would have had no 

trains on our MacMillan morning. 

For those of you wondering what this has got to do with Heritage, take a 

close look at the track. Most is made from 50 year old Bonds brass rail and 

white metal chairs on obechi or ramin sleepers and battens. Some lengths 

are pre WWll Bassett Lowke rail in bent steel chairs and are even older 

than me. Another heritage item is the can of real creosote from the 

Border Counties Railway which was given to me by Jo Wheldon when she 

moved away.  PS. A week after I had written the previous piece, I noticed 

the Higher Buxton station sign was missing from its usual spot. I 

eventually discovered it some feet away and found that it had been 

chewed with clear marks of small canine teeth in the plastic. Although I 

am a wildlife enthusiast, this fox cub is trying my patience! 
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My favourite show - EXETER GARDEN 

RAILWAY SHOW 

Okay, so I gave this Show a big build up, but did it disappoint? Well, if you were one of the many people 
who came to Exeter, and more specifically joined us on Phurcombe Hall layout or display, then I would 
say that the reply was a resounding No! It was vintage, if you will forgive the implied pun, and a great 
deal of fun. 

Before you read this piece any further, it would be well worth looking 
first at a couple of clips on You Tube. Put in 'The Exeter Garden Railway 
Show - 2022' and you will pick up a few on the subject. I would suggest 
you look at the lengthy film posted by 'theghostontheline', and the 
shorter but vastly different one posted as 'Bayfields Vlog'. The latter is 
Rob Golding, who you will definitely get to know during his commentary, 
and I would also at this point say that he has put a number of clips on the 
channel, all under the Bayfields tag, and I heartily recommend them. 

On both clips you will find Steve running my Gosling GVT, as well as Dave 
Pinniger giving 'Hugh Jampton' an outing. This latter loco featured in the 
last TBM, and in the case of both of these models, at respectively 44 and 
41 years old, I believe that they back up my sometimes claim that the 
performance of 16mm locos has not really improved over the years. Both are running slowly, 
metronomically, and for a decent length of time. Steve also ran my elderly Archangel Rheidol, watched 
over by a thoughtful, and maybe wistful (?) Dave Pinniger as I am sure it was bringing back a whole lot of 
memories. John Armstrong can be seen in the background, where he was preparing his Archangel Brick 
for a run. Later he also ran the ex Peter Jones Lifu, which was a recent subject of an 'Electric Avenue' 
piece in TBM. 

Arthur Cole assumed his usual stance in the middle of the layout, keeping a weather eye on everything 



P A G E  4 7  

for us (thanks again for that), and running a few items as well. He had a battery green diesel, a 

regauged LGB loco, which could come out at a moment's notice, but also ran 'Pippacot', which 
was a limited run model from Lawrence Loco Works and something I had featured a while ago. 
Lovely little loco, both to look at and in the way it ran. Arthur also had a Gosling GVT, which he 

has converted to gas firing, but it needs further fettling.  

Sitting in one of the sidings was Arthur's Archangel Festiniog 'Princess'. A 
few years ago I saw Arthur at Chris Tilley's Barle Valley Railway.  He had 
brought along this loco, which he said had not seen the light of day for some 
twenty years. He took it out of the box, serviced it all round, lit it up, and it 
ran superbly straight from the off. Testament indeed. You can see it in one 
of the photos, and the eagle eyed among you will pick up that Stewart 
Browne was not only colour blind, but also had word blindness for he used 
to make the nameplates himself!  

Finally, Arthur also ran the grey continental outline loco 'Trigger'. I 
advertised a quantity of old Merlin parts in a bag - a incomplete chassis and 
a boiler. Arthur added some cylinders he had lying around, and made the 
body up out of sheet and tube oddments, and produced the loco you can 
see which looks and ran well. 

Dave Pinniger also brought and ran his Finescale small quarry Hunslet, the 
first gas fired loco that he bought in 1989, whilst Keith Skillicorn ran his 
larger version. Keith also steamed his Merlin Mayfly, probably the rarest of 
the genre that began with Mayflower and which is a very sweet looking 
loco. For the display he had his recently completed Festiniog double fairlie, 
in green. Whilst you may say that it is not heritage, it is the product of a 
seven year home build which began with the planning, and it is built as a 
meths fired potboiler. As some of us spent the next morning at the Barle 
Valley Railway, and despite having to shelter from frequent showers, Keith 
ran it on Chris's line and it is on there that the photo was taken. I have also 

added one of Talybont, a Perfect World Rheidol based model that Chris revamped into the 
original, and which has been in TBM before. 

 

Andrew Barnard had braved the train down from Richmond, Surrey and brought his Archangel 
'Sgt. Murphy'. He had been a little concerned as to the integrity of its motion, but after a 
brainstorm with, among others, John Brittain, Keith and Dave Pinniger, he was reassured that it 
was 'normal' for the model. He subsequently ran it, and for a time it was on track with an 
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Archangel 'Sammy', somewhat its smaller brother. 

I was particularly pleased to see Sammy, which had been 
bought earlier through the sales column of TBM by Tony 
Shepherd. He had emailed me before the Show to ask if 
he could bring it along - no problem there and whilst 
never having met him he duly arrived, and was quickly 
ensconsed in the middle of the layout, and every time I 
looked over from the display he was happily chatting away 
as Sammy was circulating. This is what we are all about. 

A while ago Dave Pinniger asked if anyone knew the 
whereabouts of a loco built many years ago by Steve 
Edwards' father, in the style of a GVT, and called 
'Cromwell'. Its then owner contacted us, but later on he 
put the model up for sale on eBay, by now called 'Donkey'.  
John Armstrong bought it, and it was part of the recent 
article he wrote on his mania (?) for buying GVT locos. As I 
knew Dave Pinniger was coming down with Steve 
Edwards, I arranged for John to bring the loco, and you 
can see the two of them and 'Donkey' in one of the 
photos. 

Dave Sheliga has run virtually every year on the layout 
from the Stoneleigh years, with his Mamod based tram 

loco. He deserves a long service medal with a number of bars! Again he is a very early Association 
member, and you can see him raising steam alongside Hugh Jampton. In the background of the photo of 
'Pippacot' you can see a lovely little brown diesel. This was brought and run by Jon Bryant, who alway 
supports us with his lovely battery powered locos and rolling stock. 

The heritage layout becomes a focal point for people, and lots of advice is happily dispensed. Nigel 
Gettings had been using our Wants column to look for an Archangel Vale of Rheidol 2-6-2. It happened 
that Simon Whenmouth (Anything Narrow Gauge) had one up for sale, at the Show, in black with 
Cambrian lettering. Simon was happy for Nigel to bring it over, and once a few people had looked over 
the loco, and it had been steamed and showed how good it was, a deal was struck. 

We were lucky to be located alongside the Guildford Group's layout 'Much Grumblyn' which features in 
both the clips I recommend. They also have a small display area in the middle, and had brought some 
heritage locos as well. I am a particular admirer of Chris Webster's Peter Angus built Avonside, but I 
learn that Rob Golding shares the same passion for it! Rob Griffiths was also there, and he had brought 
along the Archangel based L&B that we have been advertising. He ran it, and it went really well, so if you 
have been thinking about this loco then I would suggest that you follow it up. Also at the Show was 
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Julian Smith's 'Indian Hills' layout - 
venerable but always a worthwhile 
watch. He, Graham Tutt and Carol 
East, plus others, were running a 
variety of locos, some of them 
heritage. 

Jon Bryant always supports us with his 
exquisite battery locos and rolling 
stock. This year he ran the diesel loco 
that you can see over the top of 
Pippacot.  

If I have missed anyone else out, then 
I will don the proverbial sackcloth, and 
include you in the Oops Dept. next 
issue if you tell me. Sincere thanks 
from Steve, Dave and I for the 
support. Here's hoping that we all get 
to do it again sometime soon.  All 
photos in this piece are either from 
Derek or Keith Skillicorn (or the 
mischievous elf, again)….. 
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RETIREMENT NEWS 

Chris Tilley has advised me that Mike Messenger from Twelveheads Press is retiring. There is a retire-

ment book sale which ends in December . Please see www.twelveheadspress for details. Due to our 

publishing date, this news may be slightly too late, but anyone who has read any of Twelveheads books 

will, I am sure, wish Mike all the very best in the future. 

Derek has one of their publications, namely 'The Snailbeach District Railways' by Andy Cuckson. I had to 

have this, living only some 20 miles from this sadly long gone railway. For a time Steve Bradley lived in a 

bungalow on the trackbed that zig-zagged up to the engine shed etc., and one memorable afternoon he 

and I, together with Stewart Browne and Harvey Watkins walked along this part. As Stewart and Harvey 

had been close friends for a goodly number of years, their conversation was marvellous. It is also partly 

because of this book that it cemented my love of the little Kerr Stuart & Co. Ltd. 0-4-2, of the 'Skylark' 

class and works no.802 of 1902, but SDR no.2 and this remains probably the only loco left on my current 

wants list. The book is highly recommended. 

   Festive Heywood greetings from Canada  
Jeff Young sent this lovely photo, entirely appropriate to this time of year, and I just had to put it in. Ursula is some 
six years old, and one of two built by Peter Angus/Mike Lax works number 321. I have always loved the Heywood 
locos/stock. Derek 
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Notes from Colorado - Beck’s Anna 
by Marc Horovitz, Photos by the author 

In 1979, my wife Barb and I went to the UK for the first time. There, a whole new world opened to me 
(several new worlds, actually, but here I’ll stick to just one). I had my first contact with small scale live-
steam locomotives. This came about initially through a visit to Cock Lane, where I met Stewart Browne 
and saw his magical Archangel engines. It was a visit to a shop in London, though (I don’t recall which), 
where I discovered the German Beck locomotives. 

Chr. Beck & Söhne was an old German company making optical instruments in the city of Kassel. In 
1979, the company introduced its first live-steam locomotive, Anna. Why it made the decision to branch 
out into steam engines is unknown, but in doing so, they followed a century-old tradition of optical-
instrument makers who also produced steam engines. Anna, an 0-4-0T modeled after a series 99 Maffei 
locomotive, was available in green and black. I was captivated by Anna; the engine was obviously de-
signed to be used with LGB rolling stock (hence the loop couplers), and it was made to the same scale of 
1:22.5. 

Being young and naive, I immedi-
ately set up a locomotive-import 
business as a sideline to my regu-
lar graphic-design business, and I 
wrote to Beck, 
offering to be 
their sole US dis-
tributor. They 
must have been 
pretty naive, too, 
because they im-
mediately agreed. 
My Mom staked 
me to my original 

The left side of the 

engine. The black 

vertical cylinder in 

front of the side 

tank is intended to 

resemble an air 

pump. 

Anna, from 1979, 

with an appropri-

ate train of LGB 

wagons of similar 

vintage. 



 

Beck purchase, which was a whopping order of two locomotives — one green and one black. With that I 
started advertising in the US model-railway press and I created a little company newsletter (which later 
became Garden Railways magazine, but that’s another story). After paying Mom back, I was in business.  

Over the next couple of years I may have ordered a dozen or so Beck engines altogether. Not surprisingly, I 
received a letter one day telling me that they had revoked my dealership and gone with a big toy distribu-
tor who had placed an order for 100 Annas. As it turned out, I ended up buying the last 10 of those Annas 
that the distributor couldn’t sell — the market in the US at the time was still just too small. 

Anna has a pair of double acting piston-valve cylinders. Each piston is actually a pair of teflon cups placed 
back to back on the piston rod. The boiler is butane fired with a single flue, a design that was to become a 
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Anna’s right side. 

The engine reflect’s 

the prototype’s 

pleasing propor-

tions. 

All of Anna’s con-

trols are external. 

The knob on the 

side tank controls 

the gas, while the 

one on the steam 

dome is the regu-

lator. 
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 standard in the industry for commercially made, 
gas-fired engines. Reversing is accomplished via 
outside slip-eccentric valve gear. This was an 
ingenious design that obviated the manufacture 
of a lot of extra parts.  

I count Anna as a great success. It has full-size-
locomotive proportions, it fits well visually with 
LGB rolling stock, for which it was intended, it 
runs quietly and smoothly, it is easy to operate 
and reliable, and it can pull a reasonable train. In 
1979, who could ask for more? By today’s stand-

ards, it looks a little crude and toylike, but it helped to pave the way 
for the engines that are available to us today. 

Anna was followed by Helene, an 0-6-2T engine vaguely resembling a 
Zillertal locomotive. Helene was to be followed by Bertha, a four-
cylindered 0-4-4-0T. This was an interesting engine in that it wasn’t 
articulated but was still able to get around LGB R1 curves. It did this 

by allowing excessive side play 
in the drivers and sloppily 
fitting rods. This sounds pretty 
awful but it did work. Beck 
made a few pilot models of 
this engine, but, sadly, the 
company went bankrupt be-
fore they could get them into 
large-scale production.  

When Beck went bust, Tom 
Cooper acquired the compa-
ny’s assets pertaining to loco-
motive construction, but that 
is a story best told by someone 
else. The Beck parts provided 
the basis for many of Tom’s Merlin engines. 

Beck’s Anna has always had a 
special place in my heart. It was 
the locomotive that set me up in 
the steam business and, when I 
look at it, I still get a little emo-
tional response, a twinge of the 
same excitement I had upon first 
discovering it. And I still have the 
green Anna to which my Mom 
staked me, as seen in the photos 
that accompany this story. I’ll not 
be giving it up any time soon. 

 
 

The engine’s external slip-eccentric valve gear. 

Visible in this pho-

to are the gas jet, 

the massive pres-

sure gauge, and 

the water glass 

(actually a window 

into the boiler). 

The works plate, inside the cab. It’s 

nice that they dated the engine — 

1979 — and even gave it a serial 

number. 

The underside of the engine is as 

plain as can be. There’s just nothing 

there. 
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DETECTIVE DEREK,  Case one 

Chris Webster bought this loco from Garden Railway 

Specialists' stand at the Llanfair Show. Sadly they have been 

unable to furnish any history on the loco, so we are throwing it 

out to our readers to see if anyone can help? Chris writes:  The 

little I know about it is that it was one of 3 locos GRS obtained 

from the son of a father who had passed away, but whether or 

not he was the builder or had sourced them from somebody 

else wasn’t totally clear.  The RC gear installed in it dated from 

the early 1980’s so I suspect it is of similar vintage.  It’s a conventional centre flue gas burner and apart 

from a few commercial fittings appears to be completely scratchbuilt. Certainly not commercial 

cylinders, boiler or valve gear.  The engineering and build quality is superb and a lot of rivets on the 

bodywork are actually functioning as such, rather than being just cosmetic.   The gas tank is interesting, 

having been fabricated from brass plate with a diamond style chequer plate finish to it, and it is 

connected to the burner with flexible silicon pipe.  As can be seen in the photo it has a dead leg 

displacement lubricator fitted on one side, and also a water filler under the boiler which feeds a boiler 

mounted clack valve on the other side.  The hole in the filler is however smaller than the standard size 

tube we use nowadays so appears to pre-date typical “squirty bottle” use.  I ran it at Exeter and it 

behaved impeccably (once I’d worked out what position you need to have the lubricator drain valve in 

to stop it leaking!).  A few people asked there about its provenance but nobody recognised it.  As well as 

mine, from the same source there was a red 0-4-0 tender loco fitted with Hackworth valve gear and an 

unusual vaporising burner. It also had a very odd gas tank arrangement in the tender which was 

reminiscent of that used in the Gauge 1 “Kaye” mogul design serialised in Model Engineer in the 1980’s. 

GRS were looking to recommission this themselves for sale.  There was also a nearly complete 

unpainted scratchbuilt “Lilla”, possibly to the Ross Harrison design. (I am pretty sure too that this loco 

appeared in one of the area group reports in the last 16mm Bulletin as a “recent purchase” by 

somebody.) 
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Second case 
This mystery chassis turned up recently. The owner has 
fitted it with a couple of new cylinders that were lying 
around, but wonders whether anyone recognises it, or 
knows what it is?  

The wheels seem to be Merlin? Would anyone be 
interested in it, and what is it worth he asks? Derek 

 

 

 

 

Third case - Missing in action 
Derek was reading through a Garden Railway World of May 1989, when he came across an advert from 
Phil Flint advertising a Pooter, handbuilt by him and looking very like the original model. It was slip 
eccentric, meths fired and had Roundhouse cylinders and boiler. 

Excellent slow runner, finished in black and lined red, it had run very little, but did not fit in with his L&B 
enthusiasm, so for that time it was advertised at £325. Does anyone still have this loco, or know where it 
is? 

Case number four - provenance 
A reader sent in two photos recently to Derek. He thought that they 
were parts of a Finescale GVT. Well, the chassis would appear to be 
just that, but the boiler equally seems to come from a Roundhouse 
Lady Anne or similar, judging by the tag. It is 2" diameter and 8" long. 
Are we right in thinking this? Then, and this is amazing, the owner and 
his wife went shopping in a nearby town, and in the window of a 
charity shop saw this set of body etchings which are surely GVT? They 
cost only £10, but the gentleman involved will not reveal the town in 
case there are any other 16mm bargains there!  

He is going to do a home build, so if anyone out there has any parts for 
a GVT, no matter the maker, then let us know please. 

Nigel replies - I made the slightly 
longer Glyn using the Finescale 
etch as a start point, the etch 
shown here looks very familiar! 
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DOWN 

1. Safety valve found in a crossword! (4) 

2. This post-war Pacific goes through Rochester. 
(1,3) 

3. Place to buy railway tickets or show disapproval 
to ruler away from skating arena. (7,6) 

4. Transform dry filthy term for Brecon railway town. 
(7,6) 

5. Rooster soundly imitates Belgian loco manufac-
turer. (8) 

6. Railway for loner with lost ring. (1,1,1,1) 

9. Shape model kit pieces ready for assembly be-
fore the bench. (7) 

11. Single driver loco makes thread. (7) 

13. Linseed I mix adjacent to railway. (8) 

15. Usual means of entry to a coach disperses Ameri-
can odour. (4) 

17. Sounds like a hole in the Manifold. (4) 

18. Sing off key to direct passengers. (4) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1. Protagonist conceals club running list. 
(4) 

5. Sounds like a great fuel for locos. (4) 

7. Two tone arrangement of 9F. (3,3,1) 

8. Pet rocks reassembled for vital part of 
Sentinel’s transmission. (8) 

10. Line, initially from Tenterden to 
Northiam. (1,1,1,1) 

12. Cry “Lemming” ere destruction falls upon 
Welsh Pony. (6,7) 

14. BoBo diesel on the RHDR who could 
have Jane Northsea as his opposite 
number. (4,9) 

15. Mud’s splattered all over these railcars. 
(4?)  

16. Violinists – they tinker with model 
railway layouts. (8) 

19. Politely refuse to go down gradient. (7) 

20. Smooth ballast for line of railway 
carriages. (4) 

21. Link reforged in furnace near Farnham. 
(4) 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD #28 (republished in Sept/Oct Throwback Modeller#29) 

ACROSS 

1. Well Tank;  5. Cabs; 9. Baldwin;  10. Rural; 11. Mawr; 12. Arn Jung; 14. Pearse; 16. Copper; 19. Caboose; 
21. Iron; 24. Agent; 25. Rothley; 26 Sets; 27 Armoured. 

DOWN 

1. Webb; 2. Lilla; 3. Towards; 4. Ninian; 6. Air Pump;  7. Siliguri; 8. Wren; 13. Specials; 15. Ambient; 17. O Six 
Two; 18. Bearer;  20. Otto;  22. Oiler; 23. Lydd. 



TBM #30 score card 
Team tram (Derek) - 15  Team L&B (Nigel) - 30 

 

Five years of Throwback Modeller, 

I’m really proud of that, having sat 

down and complied this thirty 

times now.  Each issue takes a good 

number of hours to layout, but the 

“payback” is immense - fantastic 

friendships.  I didn’t go to the Exeter 

show, so was surprised to get a missed 

call from Derek and Dave Lemar on my 

mobile the morning of the show.  When 

I called back Derek said I’ve found 

something that I’m pretty sure you'll be interested in…..   He was right, one of the 

traders was selling “the” Mac Muckley L&B.  Dave and Graham both ran their eye over 

it and I paid for it blind.  It’s these friendships that we have through our common 

interest in heritage models that I want to extol here.  Derek, Dave and Graham all knew of my interests and were looking 

out for me.  Andrew another friend was also at the show and brought the loco back to Derby for me.  I’m really grateful to 

the four of them.  So why no photo feature in this edition of TBM?  Well…… in securing agreement from Sandra to buy 

“another” loco it became my Christmas present, and as we all know Santa does not arrive until midnight of the 24th 

December.  Taw is tucked away until then, although I’ve suggested to Santa/Sandra that she doesn’t attempt to wrap it!  

So there’s the spoiler alert for TBM #31, “the” Mac Muckley L&B that featured in the original Peter Dobson book.  As you’ll 

have read in this issue I had the opportunity to compare two Mike Beeson L&B’s.  I’d still dearly love the opportunity to 

buy one or two of Mikes L&B coaches, in any condition, if you’re thinking of selling please let me know.  In 

closing this festive edition I’ll come back to kindness and generosity, Phil Atkinson mailed me a 

pristine 1984 Merlin Loco Works catalogue totally out of the blue.  What a lovely surprise to drop 

through my letter box.  It has some models I’d never seen before, Moelwyn, for example.  Thank you 

Phil for the kind thought and letter.  Looking forward, more of the same? Definitely.  Derek and I are 

so grateful to all the contributors over the last five years as we’ve shared memories, stories and 

histories.  We would jointly like to wish you a good restful Christmas.  Thanks, Nigel. 

Ashbash. Feb. 19th. The second of these highly rated events at Ash Priors Village 
Hall, Bishops Lydeard.  TA4 3NF. Exhibition layout 'Dreckly', a few traders, various 
smaller gauge layouts, bring and buy, light refreshments. 

April 2nd. Ashbash again. What's not to like about these? Recommended day out. 

The Association’s big event the National Garden Railway Show at Peterborough is 
moving back to it’s more familiar slot Saturday 15th April 2023, 10am – 5pm.  I’ll 
be running Heritage items on the Modular layout, plus a new treat for this year 
vintage O gauge live steam…. 

13th.May 2023. Llangollen Garden Railway Show. Pentre layout and the heritage 
display will be there, so please bring static display items along for this. 

Diary Dates  

Issue # 30, with 30 L&B’s how fitting.   

Mega scores this time around.  I didn’t resort to double counting the Exeter heritage display either. 

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 
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